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Ghibellins on a narrow street, you may imagine what a
change had taken place.

" Suddenly Taurello Salinguerra went off to be
Podest^ at Padua. 'I am supposed to be the only
cause of strife here in Ferrara,3 he said, cand I will
go for the sake of peace/ No sooner was his back
turned than the Guelfs attacked the Ghibellins, burned
their two palaces, and ravaged their gardens. But the
following week their delight was converted into terror.
In some mysterious way Taurello was back, riding
through the blood of his enemies. Azzo fled, followed
by any others that were not caught and killed, and
Salinguerra was once more sole master of the city.

" After a time, however, Azzo, feeling stronger, got m-m.
Count Eichard to join him in trying to win Ferrara He had been
from the Ghibellin. The siege was a cruel one. The
burghers were maddened by seeing the enemies' camp
established amid the corn on the small piece of land
they had laboriously reclaimed from the marsh, while
they themselves were reduced to cannibalism. At last
Taurello invited Count Eichard within the walls, that
terms of peace might be arranged. Eichard enters the
city. With kindly consideration he takes with him
only a few retainers, lest he should terrify the more
timid citizens! They jog along easily, annoyed by the
sight of the large number of Guelf houses Salinguerra
had burned. The place is marvellously silent. 'Why
doesn't he come to meet us, since he has given in ?'
quoth the Count.

"And  they   find  themselves   Taurello   SalinguerraV
prisoners]"

Such, then, was the aspect of affairs six hundred years    186-205.
ago.    Frederick II. had dropped all pretence of being in Frederick n.,
any way dependent on the Papacy.    Eefusing to go on munfcated/"'
a crusade to help John of Brienne, who sought to take descends on
possession of the Holy City, of which he was called king,   om ar y*
and being determined not to give back to the Papal
power what Otho and Barbarossa had wrested from it,
he  was   excommunicated.     "Barbarossa   come  to   life